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BY SANTHOSH SHYAMSUNDAR

Hussein DHARsI, a new generation Information Technology entrepreneur with a passion for
hardware design and flying planes, talks to INVESTOR'S UAE

international brands like Intel
Electric (GE), Microsoft, :
IBM, HP, Dell, Siemens, VeriSigr

continues to attract business partner Hussein Dharsi CEO, C2E FZ LLC

34 INVESTOR'S]



finally to Dubai. Dharsi lives in the quiet
Meadows community, not too far away
from the DIC. He is not that quintessential
IT geek by any stretch of imagination;
Dharsi sees the investment he made

in the villa at Meadows as a very smart
move - in the last couple of years the
property prices in that area have more
than doubled, and is still going up!

Dharsi craves to go back to the
laidback life in Zanzibar — of the
uncomplicated life, and of the evenings
spent at the beach, "As a family we
were never really worried, we were quite
contended with the life we had.” His family
moved to the UK when he was 11, “After
my graduation in Computer Science, |
went to the USA to complete my masters
in Project Management from the George

Washington University. My first foray on
computers was on an Apple lle running
the C/PM Operating System and using
WordStar - that antique version of
Microsoft Word less GUI and could load
in 64KB of RAM". He adds, “Yes, you
heard me right - not 64MB but 64KB!"
As we continue our conversation,
he is alerted of an incoming voice-chat
with his client in India - and his attention
goes to his favourite MAC Powerbook.
After a brief interruption to take care
of business matters, Dharsi tells me,
*Visicalc - the antique version of Excel
and dBase-|l which was replaced by
Microsoft Access... nothing revolutionary
has come out of the Redmond lab;
almost all of Microsoft products are
evolutionary. The revolution part has
always been connected with Apple
and the story continues with iPod...."

About his early days as IT Professional,
Dharsi reminiscences, ‘| always wanted
to be a hardware design engineer, but
circumstances did not permit me and |
ended becoming a software engineer.”

For someone with a passion for flying,
Dharsi's first take off in the business world
was not too exciting. *I looked around
and saw people being successful in
business and enjoying a good life. | set
up my own mail order company Discount
Components Inc, selling electronic
components through mail for the budding
and aspiring electronic enthusiasts.”

It wasn't just about a bumpy
start, "Knowing the product and the
technology is just half the battle.

The other half is actually getting to
understand how a business is structured
and run, something | didn't know much
about, and | had to learn it the hard

way, Soon DC Inc was history and in
1988 | took a flight to Toronto, Canada,
looking to resurrect my career.”

A fair dose of luck helped Dharsi in
Canada, “Even without the ‘Canadian
experience,' | was offered my first real job
as a Marketing Support Representative
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